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The Monthly Parish Council Meeting was held this evening at 7.30pm at Lesbury Village Hall. 
 

Present:  Cllrs Bendix (Chair) (TB), Hodgson (Vice Chair) (AH), Brunger (JB), Franklin (KF), Hall (JuH), 
Starkey (LS), Wilmshurst (MW) and Wynne (EW).  

 

In attendance: 1 member of the public, County Cllr Wendy Pattison (WP) and Liz Taylor (Clerk) (ET). 
 
 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes ACTION 

Public Questions: Mark Thackara was in attendance, interested in joining the PC.  

1.  Apologies: Cllr Knowles (DK).   

2.  Declarations of Interest: None  

3.  Minutes: The minutes of 28 October 2025 were signed as a true record.  

4.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
High Path: Graham Bucknall, NCC Highways agreed to repair the gap in the fence 
that runs alongside the High Path next to the A1068. No action yet. To be monitored. 
Online Banking: No progress with MW. LS to become a signatory instead. 
VMS Signs: ET had reported to Swarco the sign on Longhoughton Road wasn’t 
working. KF confirmed still not working. ET to report again to Swarco.   
Steppey Lane Footbridge: It was noted NCC had started works onsite to resolve 
the flooding issues on the footpath. JuH advised 3 plastic gullies to the stream were 
being installed. JuH had also requested the path be re-tarmacked. ET confirmed 
Penny Royale would continue with tidying/maintenance works at The Wynd and that 
the works already undertaken (cutting back the grass to re-expose the footpath and 
cutting down the overgrowth had already made a great improvement to the area). 
Lesbury Neighbourhood Plan Review: No further update yet from Sarah 
Brannigan NCC Neighbourhood Planning Team on the outcome of NCC’s Call for 
Sites. JuH to contact Adrian Hinchcliffe, Longhougton PC to find out about the 
restrictions Longhoughton was placing on holidays lets in their NDP. Once received, 
a separate meeting of the PC to be organised to discuss the way forward. 
Pond Field: ET had met with Penny Royale onsite about the possibility of planting 
grasses to help with the boggy issue. Penny Royale advised it wouldn’t be feasible 
or practical. The only solution would be to possibly install a French drain, but that’s a 
costly exercise, may not solve the problem and will need replacing on a regular 
basis. It was agreed no further action but for the issue to be monitored. 
A1068 Lesbury Roundabout Bus Shelter: The broken glass has been replaced. 
Parish Online: Parish Email and Website: ET confirmed works was progressing. 
Parish Councillors will be issued with their gov.uk email address in due course with 
instructions on how to access. ET flagged that the current provider of the PC’s 
website had gone offline and the PC’s current website was no longer working. ET 
had contacted ParishCouncil.Net for an explanation but had received no reply. This 
means that Parish Online aren’t able to move over the content from the existing 
website, so the new website content will have to be built from scratch. This will be 
time consuming. ET to keep the PC informed. 
Community Noticeboard: JuH confirmed the planning application for the shop sign 
had been approved. At the same time, a new community noticeboard, in keeping 
with the new shop sign, will be installed. The PC to have the opportunity to 
revie/approve before reimbursing for the cost so that it can be used by the whole 
community. This would hopefully stop the number of posters on telegraph poles 
around the village promoting, in particular, events at the Village Hall, Church, etc. 
Graffiti: KF reported that NCC were awaiting an order of grey paint before they 
could paint over the graffiti. WP was thanked for her assistance with this issue. 
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5.  Matters Arising: 
a) Budget/Precept 2026/27: ET had circulated to the PC the previous years’ budget, 

accounts for current financial year to date, accounts from 2024/25 and current 
bank balance. It was noted there were no major projects with cost implications 
planned for the PC and the PC had sufficient funds to drawn down on reserves 
for any unexpected costs. It was agreed to consider keeping the precept at £17k 
with no increase, to be formally agreed at the January PC meeting. 

b) Traffic Density in Lesbury: TB raised concern. It was noted that Lesbury was on 
the Coastal Route and that because of this, and in addition to RAF Boulmer and 
Longhoughton Quarry, experienced an increased quantity of traffic. ET also 
reminded the PC of the ongoing building works at RAF Boulmer which would 
also have a short-term impact. KF advised that speeding through Lesbury 
Village wasn’t an issue flagged on Speedwatch and that the A1068 was more of 
an issue. The parked cars in the road in Lesbury slowed vehicle speeds down, 
the same for Curly Lane and South View. KF to undertake a number of 
Speedwatch to re-evaluate and check for any speeding issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KF 

6.  County Councillor Wendy Pattison – Northumberland County Council Update 
WP had previously circulated a report. 
Free Trees: NCC’s free tree scheme is back again with individual saplings and 
packs up for grabs. Businesses, residents, schools and community groups can 
apply. Once ordered, applicants will receive confirmation and details of their 
collection point prior to the pick-up date, with collection locations spread across the 
county. Visit https://www.northumberlandnetzero.uk/apply/free-trees  
Household Support Fund: Find out if you qualify for help with essential costs like 
energy, water, food, and other necessities. Telephone: 01670 620 015 (Monday to 
Thursday, 8:30am to 5pm and Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm). 
Northumberland Small Business Service: a fully-funded service that delivers a 
range of business support services to ambitious innovators, creative thinkers and 
small/micro businesses across Northumberland. Visit: www.northumberland.gov.uk  
Doorstep Glass Recycling: WP confirmed a doorstep glass recycling would be 
introduced across the whole of Northumberland in approx. a years’ time. No change 
for Lesbury Parish as it had been part of a doorstep glass recycling trial. Food waste 
collection would also be introduced in South East and Central Northumberland but it 
was not practical to introduce to North Northumberland at this moment in time. 
NCC Snow Wardens: This scheme enables an individual or a group of community 
volunteers to sign up to help clear snow and ice from public footpaths in their local 
areas. NCC will provide a snow warden kit (snow shovel, bag of salt/grit, a thermal 
hat with a head torch, a pair of thermal gloves and a hi-vis vest). For more info and 
to sign up and register: www.northumberland.gov.uk/roads-and-streets/winter-
services/snow-wardens WP confirmed NCC would have the public liability for for 
paths cleared by registered Snow Wardens. 
N’bria Police’s ‘Trojan’ Bus:  A decoy bus where the passengers are plain clothes 
police officers has been out on the beat in North N’land, as part of the Safer Streets 
Initiative, helping officers take tough action at anti-social behaviour hotspots.  

 
 

7.  Planning 
No planning applications received. However, 25/0434/CCMEIA – Longhoughton 
Quarry, NE66 3AE – NE extension to quarry to provide an additional 510,000 tonnes 
of whinstone and limestone was noted as a potential issue for Lesbury in terms of 
potential increased quarry lorry traffic. ET advised Longhoughton Parish Council had 
called a public meeting at 4pm on 4/12/25 at Longhoughton Community Sports 
Centre and at which the quarry owner and agent will be in attendance to answer 
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queries and questions. Gordon Halliday, NCC Planning Officer assigned to the 
application will also be in attendance to observe. It was agreed the application 
should be circulated to the PC and JuH to collate any comments for feedback. 

 
ALL 

8.  Correspondence Received  
a) NCC Thriving Together Newsletter Oct #2 and Nov #1 - noted 
b) NCC – Community Governance Review (CCR) – Presentation on Options 

available to the PC – noted. 
c) NCC – Notice of Consultation – re renewal of Public Spaces Protection Orders 

(PSPO). Deadline 21/12/25 - noted 
d) NCC – Consultation – Draft North of Tyne Local Nature Recovery Strategy. 

Deadline 9/1/26 - noted 
e) NALC Update Nov 2025 - noted 
f) Abi Knapton, Gladiator Events Ltd - Trek26 N’land (Alzheimer’s Walk) - Saturday 

18 July 2026. The PC’s complaints about noise levels from the tannoy from the 
2025 event had been noted by the organisers and a site meeting to be arranged 
for sometime in the New Year to discuss solutions to be arranged.  

g) N’land Coast National Landscape – Draft Minutes 28/10/25 – noted 
h) NCC N’land Design Code. Deadline 9/1/26 – noted. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

9.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) Penny Royale (Lesbury works) - £238.22 - agreed 
b) James N McLean (Repair Glass at Bus Stop A1068) - £250 - agreed 
c) Clerk (Nov Wages) - £476.19 - agreed 
d) HMRC (Nov £112.60 PAYE and £21.84 Employers NI) - £134.24 - agreed 
e) Clerk (Dec Wages) - £475.99 - agreed 
f) HMRC (Dec £112.60 PAYE and £21.84 Employers NI) - £134.44 - agreed 
g) Lloyds Bank (Monthly bank charges Aug & Sept @ £4.25pcm) - £8.50 – agreed 
h) NALC (Training Emma Wynne and Lorraine Starkey) - £10 – agreed 

 
 
 

10.  Pond Field Play Area: 
The Playdale Playgrounds annual inspection (carried out w/c 27 October 2025) had 
been circulated and it was noted there were no major issues or risks and only low 
level issues flagged. ET had requested a quote for fixing issues identified. This had 
come in at £1,735.91 + VAT. It was agreed all items on the quote were relevant with 
the exception of the item for £405.74 for Team Swing Secondary Support Retrofit 
kit. Pond Field has a Basket Swing and 1x Bay Swing but no Team Swing. ET to 
clarify. Otherwise the quote was accepted and ET instructed to commission works 
asap once the query was resolved. It was noted 3 operational inspections were 
scheduled w/c 2 Feb, 20 April and 20 July 2026. 
It was agreed the new maintenance agreement with Playdale was working and 
therefore ET was asked to cancel the RoSPA annual inspection. 

 
ET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ET 

11.  Any Other Matters for Discussion: 

• Christmas Trees – AH confirmed the tree for Lesbury was on order and it was 
noted Billy McKnight was organising the Hipsburn Christmas tree again. Thanks 
to all for organising. JuH suggested the PC might like to put up more Christmas 
Lights in future years. To be discussed further at the next meeting. 

• Remembrance Sunday: JuH advised it had been mentioned that Lesbury didn’t 
have anything to represent Remembrance Sunday. 

• RAF Boulmer Lights on Longhoughton Road: KF flagged these were on 24/7. 
ET to request they are turned off during the day. 

 
 

AH 
 
 
 
 
 

ET 

12.  NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm – Tuesday 27 January 2026 – Lesbury Village Hall ALL 

 
The meeting concluded at 8.12pm 


